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This is a petition filed by Louis C. Hurley and his
wi fe B. Vestine Hurley against Mack Jay Bellaire, MD., and his
wi fe Faye Sauceman. The petition seeks the appointnment of a
conservator for Dr. Bellaire and an injunction “against
Respondent Faye Sauceman from exerci sing any control over

Bellaire or his property.”



The Hurleys, along with a third party, had previously
been given a power of attorney by Dr. Bellaire which, at the tine
the petition was filed, had been revoked. Consequently, they sue

as friends of Dr. Bellaire.

The Trial Judge entered an order which incorporated her
det ai | ed, conprehensive and schol arly nmenorandum opi ni on,
enbodyi ng her findings of fact and concl usi ons of |aw (see

appendi x), which we adopt as the opinion of this Court.

In reaching our determ nation, we are aware that
consi derabl e proof was introduced as to Dr. Bellaire’s inpaired
mental condition, including his testinony that he had known the
Hurleys for only a few years, when in fact he had known them for
over 40 years. However, upon considering the proof favorable to
Dr. Bellaire s conpetency, and also the fact that the Trial Judge
had the opportunity during the trial to observe Dr. Bellaire face
to face and assess his nental status, we are persuaded that the
evi dence does not preponderate against the Trial Judge’s findings

of fact, which support her conclusions of |aw.

The judgnent of the Trial Court is accordingly affirned
and the cause renmanded for collection of costs below Costs of

appeal are adjudged agai nst the Hurleys and their surety.

Houston M Goddard, P.J.
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