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December 4, 2019

VIA E-Mail: appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov

James Hivner, Clerk of Appellate Courts

Tennessee Supreme Court

100 Supreme Court Building

401 Seventh Avenue North

Nashville, TN 37219-1407

Re: Amendments to Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Sections 12 and 30;

No. ADM2019-01685

Dear Mr. Hivner:

Pursuant to the Tennessee Supreme Court's Order referenced above, the Knoxville Bar

Association ("KBA") Professionalism Committee ("Committee") has carefully

considered the proposed changes to Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 9, Sections 12 and

30, related to attorney disciplinary action. The Committee presented a report of its

review of the Order at the October 16, 2019 meeting of the KBA Board of Governors

(the "Board"). Following the Committee's presentation and thorough discussion by the

Board, the Board voted to adopt the Committee's recommendation and hereby

comments that it opposes the proposed amendments to Rule 9, Sections 12 and 30.

The Board believes that the penalties are too severe and the rigid disbarment rule

would remove room for both reasoned decision-making and an attorney's incentive for

attempting redemption.

As always, the KBA appreciates the opportunity to comment on proposed Rules and

changes to such Rules promulgated by the Tennessee Supreme Court.

Sincerely,

Wynne Caffey-Knight, President

Knoxville Bar Association

cc: Marsha Watson, KBA Executive Director (via e-mail)
KBA Executive Committee (via e-mail)
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