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February 15,2011

The Honorable Michael Catalano
Clerk, Tennessee Supreme Court
Supreme Court Building, Room100
401 Seventh Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219

FEB15 200 |

IN RE: PETITION FOR ADOPTION OF
AMENDED TENNESSEE
SUPREME COURT RULE 31

Dear Mike:

Attached please find an original and six copies of the Comment of the
Tennessee Bar Association in reference to the above matter.

As always, thank you for your cooperation. | remain,

Very truly yours,

(- G2 —

Allan F. Ramsaur
Executive Director

cc: TBA Executive Committee

Sam Elliott, President, Tennessee Bar Association

William L. Harbison, General Counsel

Service List

lennessee Bar Center

221 Fourth Avenue, North, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-2108
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www.tha.org



(D) ECEIVET

I\ €8 15204

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TENNESSEE |
AT NASHVILLE

INRE: PETITION FOR THE
ADOPTION OF AMENDED
SUPREME COURT RULE 31

No. M2010-02492-SC-RL1-RL

N N - - -’

COMMENT OF THE TENNESSEE BAR ASSOCIATION

The Tennessee Bar Association (“TBA”), by and through its President, Sam D.
Elliott; General Counsel, William L. Harbison; and Executive Director, Allan F.
Ramsaur, supports the adoption of the amendments proposed in the Appendix in

this matter.

On December 16, 2010, this Court published for comment proposed amendments
to TN. Sup.Ct. R. 31. The apparent import of those amendments is to require

reports of mediations in all eligible civil actions, not just those under an order of

reference.



With the increasing number of matters which are mediated without an order of
reference, it is the view of the TBA that on balance the requirement that mediation
reports be filed in all such matters has merit and could lead to better allocation of

judicial and other resources.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

By: /s/ by permission

SAM D. ELLIOTT (00943 1)
President, Tennessee Bar Association
Gearhiser, Peters, Cavett, Elliott &
Cannon, PLLC

320 McCallie Avenue

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

(423) 756-5171

By: /s/ by permission

WILLIAM L. HARBISON (007012)
General Counsel,

Tennessee Bar Association

Sherrard & Roe, PLC

424 Church Street, Suite 2000
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 742-4200



By:_%%" f: 02"’—"“

ALLAN F. RAMSAUR (5764)
Executive Director,

Tennessee Bar Association
Tennessee Bar Center

221 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-2198
(615) 383-7421

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has

been served upon the individuals and organizations identified in Exhibit “A” by
regular U.S. Mail, postage prepaid within seven (7) days of filing with the Court.

Gt— < (P

Allan F. Ramsaur



Hardin County Bar Assn

Kristie Anderson

Campbell County Bar Assn
PO Box 196

523 Main Street

Jacksboro TN 37757

Beth Belew

Paris-Henry County Bar Assn
200 N Poplar St

Paris TN 38242

Mark Blakley

Scott County Bar Assn
P O Box 240

Huntsville TN 37756

Lee Borthick

Robertson County Bar Assn
117 5th Ave W.

Springfield TN 37172

Ben Boston

Lawrence County Bar Assn
P O Box 357

235 Waterloo St
Lawrenceburg TN 38464

Lee Bowles

Marshall County Bar Assn
520 N Ellington Pkwy
Lewisburg TN 37091

Jeff Cherry

Fifteenth Judical District Bar Assn
150 Public Square

Lebanon TN 37087

William Cockett

Johnson County Bar Assn
PO Box 108

Mountain City TN 37683

Daryl Colson

Overton County Bar Assn
211 N Church St
Livingston TN 38570

Steve Conley

Obion County Bar Assn
P O Box 427

317 S Third St

Union City TN 38281

Bratten Cook
Dekalb County Bar Assn

104 N 3rd St
Smithville TN 37166

Terri Crider

Gibson County Bar Assn
P.O. Box 160

1302 Main Street
Humboldt TN 38343

Ricky Curtis

Bristol Bar Assn
3229 Highway 126
Blountville TN 37617

Robert Curtis

Giles County Bar Assn
P.O. Box 517

Pulaski TN 38478

Creed Daniel

Grainger County Bar Assn

P O Box 6

Courthouse Sq 115 Marshall Ave
Rutledge TN 37861

Melanie Davis

Blount County Bar Assn
329 Cates St

Maryville TN 37801

Michael Davis

Morgan County Bar Assn
PO Box 925

Wartburg TN 37887

William Douglas

Lauderdale County Bar Assn
P O Box 489

109 N Main St

Ripley TN 38063

Joseph Ford

Franklin County Bar Assn
17 S College St
Winchester TN 37398

Andrew Frazier

Benton County Bar Assn
P O Box 208

116 E Main

Camden TN 38320

Garrison

Sumner County Bar Assn

103 Bluegrass Commons Blvd.
Hendersonville TN 37075

Lindsay Gross

Putnam County Bar Assn
100 South Jefferson Ave
Cookeville TN 38501

Scott Hall

Sevier County Bar Assn
105 Bruce St
Sevierville TN 37862

Kim Helper

Williamson County Bar Assn
PO Box 937

21st Judicial Dist

Franklin TN 37065

Wayne Henry

Loudon County Bar Assn
P O Box 366

322 Grove St

Loudon TN 37774

Jason Holly

Carter County Bar Assn
420 Railroad Street
Elizabethton TN 37643

Carmon Hooper

Haywood County Bar Assn
P O Box 55

10 S Court Square
Brownsville TN 38012

Carmon Hooper

Haywood County Bar Assn
P O Box 55

10 S Court Square
Brownsville TN 38012

Douglas Jenkins
Hawkins County Bar Assn
107 E Main St Ste 321
Rogersville TN 37857
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Christopher Keeton

Coffee County Bar Assn

401 MURFREESBORO HWY
MANCHESTER TN 37355

Caroline Knight

Cumberland County Bar Assn
28 W Fifth Street

Crossville TN 38555

Ed Lancaster

Maury County Bar Assn
PO Box 998

147 Bear Creek Pike
Columbia TN 38402

Gregory Leffew

Roane County Bar Assn
PO Box 63

109 North Front Avenue
Rockwood TN 37854

Matt Maddox

Carroll County Bar Assn
P O Box 827

19695 E Main St
Huntingdon TN 38344

James McKenzie

Twelfth Judicial District Bar Assn
1475 Market St Rm 202

Dayton TN 37321

William Mitchell

White County Bar Assn
112 South Main Street
Sparta TN 38583

David Myers

Union County Bar Assn
P O Box 13

105 Monroe St
Maynardville TN 37807

Janet Mynatt

Anderson County Bar Assn
PO Box 5209

Oak Ridge TN 37831

Timothy Naifeh

Lake County Bar Assn
227 Church St
Tiptonville TN 38079

Julia North

Montgomery County Bar Assn
PO Box 361

120 S. 2nd Street

Clarksville TN 37041

Beau Pemberton

Weakley County Bar Assn
PO Box 789

Dresden TN 38225

Jody Pickens

Jackson-Madison County Bar Assn
PO Box 2825

Jackson TN 38302

Tim Potter

Dickson County Bar Assn
210 E. College St.
Dickson TN 37055

Will Roach

Jefferson County Bar Assn
1004 N Hwy 92 Suite B
1004 N Hwy 92 Suite B
Jefferson City TN 37760

Stevie Roller

Warren County Bar Assn
111 W Court Sq Ste 1
McMinnville TN 37110

Curt Rose
Kingsport Bar Assn
PO Box 1404

537 E Center St
Kingsport TN 37662

Mary Rutherford

Hamblen County Bar Assn
400 W Main St Ste 304
Morristown TN 37814

Dora Salinas

Cheatham County Bar Assn
104 Frey St

104 Frey St

Ashland City TN 37015

Tommy Santel

Rutherford-Cannon County Bar Assn
P.O. Box 884

16 Public Square N

Murfreesboro TN 37130

Randall Self

Lincoln County Bar Assn
P O Box 501

131A E Market St
Fayetteville TN 37334

Todd Shelton

Greene County Bar Assn
100 S Main St
Greeneville TN 37743

Stephanie Sherwood
Washington County Bar Assn
213 E Chilhowie Ave
Johnson City TN 37604

Lois Shults-Davis
Unicoi County Bar Assn
PO Box 129

111 Gay Street

Erwin TN 37650

David Stanifer

Claiborne County Bar Assn
PO Box 217

1735 Main St

Tazewell TN 37879

James Taylor

Rhea County Bar Assn
1374 Railroad St Ste 400
Dayton TN 37321

Dwaine Thomas

Monroe County Bar Assn
PO Box 99

102 College St
Madisonville TN 37354

Robert Thompson
Bradley County Bar Assn
P O Box 191

30 2nd St NW

Cleveland TN 37364

Harriet Thompson
Hardeman County Bar Assn
P O Box 600

205 East Market St.

Bolivar TN 38008

Billy Townsend

Decatur,Lewis,

Perry, Wayne Counties Bar Assn
26 West Linden Ave

26 West Linden Ave

Hohenwald TN 38462



“John White

Bedford County Bar Assn

P O Box 169

111 North Spring St Ste 202
Shelbyville TN 37162

Derreck Whitson

Cocke County Bar Assn
P.O. Box 1230

311 East Broadway
Newport TN 37822

John Lee Williams
Humphreys County Bar Assn
102 S Court Square

102 South Court Square
Waverly TN 37185

Matthew Willis

Dyer County Bar Assn
PO Box H

322 Church Ave. N.
Dyersburg TN 38025

Tish Wilsdorf

Hickman County Bar Assn
820 Hwy 100

121 Cabin Dr.

Centerville TN 37033

Donald Winder

McMinn-Meigs County Bar Assn
PO Box 628

10 W Madison Ave

Athens TN 37371

Barney Witherington
Tipton County Bar Assn
P O Box 922

205 S Main Street
Covington TN 38019



Adele Anderson

Tennessee Board of Law Examiners
401 Church Street Suite 2200
Nashville TN 37243

Ursula Bailey

William Henry Hastie Chapter - National Bar As
706 Walnut St

Knoxville TN 37902

Beckman

Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of |
601 West Summit Hill Dr.

Knoxville TN 37902

Barri Bernstein

Tennessee Bar Foundation
618 Church St Suite 120
Nashville TN 37219

Rebecca Blair

Tennessee Lawyers Assn for Women
5214 Maryland Way Ste 207
Brentwood TN 37027

Doug Blaze

University of Tennessee College of Law
1505 W. Cumberland Ave

Knoxville TN 37923

Leilani Boulware

Lawyers Fund for Client Protection
4400 Franklin Rd.

Nashville TN 37204

Beth Brooks

East Shelby County Bar Assn
2299 Union Ave

Memphis TN 38104

Neil Brunetz

Federal Bar Assn Chattanooga Chapter
832 Georgia Avenue Suite 1000
Chattanooga TN 37402

John Cannon

Memphis Bar Association
22 N. Front Street Suite 850
Memphis TN 38013

Hewitt Chatman

Ballard-Taylor Bar Association
511 Algie Neely Rd

Denmark TN 38391

Erik Cole

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services
50 Vantage Way Suite 250

Nashville TN 37228

Isaac Conner

Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers
1223 5th Ave. N.

Nashville TN 37208

Walter Crouch

Federal Bar Assn-Nashville Chapter
P O Box 198966

511 Union St Suite 2700

Nashville TN 37219

Karen Crutchfield
ETLAW

180 Market Place Blvd.
Knoxville TN 37922

Barbara Deans
Ben Jones Chapter - National Bar Association
365 Marianna Cove
Memphis TN 38111

Laura Dykes

TN Assn of Criminal Defense Lawyers
404 James Robertson Pky #2022
Nashville TN 37219

Anne Fritz

Memphis Bar Association
80 Monroe Suite 220
Memphis TN 38103

Michael Gabel

Federal Bar Assn - Memphis Chapter
3620 Hacks Cross Rd Bldg B FI2
Memphis TN 38125

Melanie Gober

Lawyers Association for Women
P O Box 190583

Nashville TN 37219

Chris Guthrie

Vanderbilt University School of Law
131 21st Ave. South Room 108
Nashville TN 37203

Lela Hollabaugh

Board of Professional Responsibility
1600 Division St. Suite 700
Nashville TN 37203

Lynda Hood

Chattanooga Bar Association

801 Broad St Suite 420 Pioneer Bldg
Chattanooga TN 37402

Michele Howard-Flynn
Association for Women Attorneys
3257 W. Sarazen's Circle
Memphis TN 38125

Nancy Jones

Board of Professional Responsibility
10 Cadillac Drive SUite 220
Brentwood TN 37027

Suzanne Keith

Tennessee Association for Justice
1903 Division St

Nashville TN 37203

Kaz Kikkawa

Tennessee Asian Pacific American Bar As:
c/o Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, PLLC
One Park Plaza 1-4-E

Nashville TN 37203
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Michael King

Knoxville Bar Association
PO Box 900

900 S. Gay St. Suite 900
Knoxville TN 37901

Jeff Kinsler

Belmont University College of Law
1900 Belmont Bivd

Nashville TN 37212

Ira Long

Chattanooga Bar Association

1205 Tallan Building Two Union Square
Chattanooga TN 37402

Ira Long

Chattanooga Bar Association

1205 Tallan Building Two Union Square
Chattanooga TN 37402

Joe Loser

Nashville School of Law
4013 Armory Oaks Drive
600 Linden Square
Nashville TN 37204

Judy McKissack

Tennessee Commission CLE
3041 Ashland City Rd
Clarksville TN 37043

Bob Mendes

Nashville Bar Association
2525 West End Ave Suite 1475
Nashville TN 37203

Jimmie Miller

Tennessee Board of Law Examiners
P O Box 3740

1212 N Eastman Rd

Kingsport TN 37664

Phillip Miller

Tennessee Association for Justice
631 Woodland St

Nashville TN 37206

Mario Ramos

TN Assn of Spanish Speaking Attnys
611 Commerce St Suite 3119
Nashville TN 37203

Allan Ramsaur

Tennessee Bar Association
221 4th Ave N Suite 400
Nashville TN 37219

Chantelle Roberson

S.L. Hutchins Chapter - National Bar Assn.

832 Georgia Avenue Ste 1000
Chattanooga TN 37402

Donna Roberts

Lawyers Assn for Women
Marion Griffin Rep

401 Commerce Street Ste 800
Nashville TN 37219

Amanda Rogers

SETLAW

P.O. Box 151

1110 Market St. Suite 500
Chattanooga TN 37401

Barbara Short

TN Assn of Criminal Defense Lawyers
121 21st Ave. N. Ste 311

Nashville TN 37203

Kevin Smith

Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law
1 North Front St.

Memphis TN 38103

Tessa Smith

Tennessee Lawyers Assn for Women
P. O. Box 331214

Nashville TN 37203

Melanie Stewart

Tennessee Defense Lawyers Assn
9040 Garden Arbor Dr Ste 101
Germantown TN 38138

William Stover
Napier-Looby Bar Assn
500 Church St Ste 450
Nashville TN 37219

Libby Sykes

Administrative Offices of the Courts
511 Union St Suite 600

Nashville TN 37219

Brack Terry

Federal Bar Association NE TN Chapter
PO Box 724

918 W First North St

Morristown TN 37815

Dalton Townsend
Tennessee Commission CLE
PO Box 869

617 Main Street

Knoxville TN 37901

Marsha Wilson

Knoxville Bar Association
P O Box 2027

505 Main St Suite 50
Knoxville TN 37901

Gigi Woodruff

Nashville Bar Association
315 Union Street Suite 800
Nashville TN 37201



