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IN RE: PROPOSED RULE 55 TO THE RULES OF THE TENNESSEE SUPREME
COURT

NO. ADM 2022-00797

TENNESSEE COMMISSION ON AGING AND DISABILITY’S MOTION IN
OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED RULE 55

The Tennessee Commission on Aging and Disability (“TCAD”), by and through the

undersigned, hereby opposes Proposed Rule 55 to the Tennessee Rules No. ADM2022-00797.

Proposed Rule 55 seeks to mandate training requirements whereby conservators must
complete court-approved training prior to a letter of guardianship or conservatorship being issued.
Pursuant to TCA 34-7-101, et seq., TCAD administers a statewide public guardianship program
for the elderly. In implementing this program, TCAD is statutorily required to contract with the
nine (9) development districts across the state of Tennessee who hire staff to serve as district public
guardians in their respective areas. As a component of this program, TCAD already requires
district public guardians and assistant district public guardians to complete various training
requirements. These requirements include: (1) Completing the National Guardianship
Fundamental Series within forty-five (45) days of hire; (2) Completing Tennessee guardianship
and conservatorship law training with TCAD within one (1) month of being hired and prior to
exercising the duties and powers of a district public guardian or assistant district public guardian;
(3) Attending mandatory annual training sponsored by TCAD; and (4) Obtaining certification as a

registered guardian through the Center for Guardianship Certification within two (2) years from



the date of employment.. Additionally, all district public guardians are required to have a
bachelor’s degree in human services or a related field and have at least two (2) years of successful

employment in a field related to public guardianship.

Proposed Rule 55 would add training requirements to the public guardianship program that
already has an established training process. In effect, time and resources that would ordinarily be
allocated to serving individuals in the public guardianship program would instead be spent on
satisfying superfluous training requirements. Therefore, TCAD respectfully requests for this
Honorable Court to deny Proposed Rule 55. In the alternative, TCAD requests to be exempted

from the requirements of the proposed rule.

Tennessee Commission on Aging and Disability

T2
Ryan Hieks. BPR 7031155

Senior Associate General Counsel, TCAD
502 Deaderick Street, 9" Floor
Nashville, TN 37243

(615) 253-3339

Ryan.hicks@tn.gov




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the
individuals and organizations identified in Exhibit “A” by regular U.S. Mail, postage prepaid
within seven (7) days of filing with the Court.




ATTACHMENT A

Dwight Aarons

National Bar Association, William Henry Hastie Chapter President
University of Tennessee College of Law

1505 Cumberland Avenue, Room 363

Knoxville, TN 37996

Justin Angel

Twelfth Judicial District Bar Association
President Circuit Court, Judge, TN-12%, TIT
3235 Main Street

Pikeville, TN 37367-5754

Ariel Anthony

National Bar Association, S.L. Hutchins Chapter President
Husch Husch Blackwell

735 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300

Chattanooga, TN 37402

Nicholas Huntley Armes

Anderson County Bar Association President

Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands
575 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Suite 201

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Jeremy Ball

Jefferson County Bar Association President
District Attorney Office

PO Box 690

Dandridge, TN 37752

Barri Bernstein

Executive Director
Tennessee Bar Foundation
618 Church Street, Suite 120
Nashville. TN 37219

Adam Clayton Billingsley

Obion County Bar Association President
817 Exchange St

Union City, TN 38261-4118



Mark Blakely

Scott County Bar Association President

Office of District Attorney — 8" Judicial District
2792 Baker Highway

Huntsville, TN 37756-3818

Doug Blaze

Interim Dean

University of Tennessee College of Law
1505 W. Cumberland Avenue, Room 272
Knoxville, TN 37996

Ben Boston

Lawrence County Bar Association
President

Boston, Holt, & Durham PLLC
PO Box 357

Lawrenceburg, TN 38464

Kristin Brown

Bedford County Bar Association President
1303 N. Main Street

Shelbyville, TN 37160-2331

Laura Brown

Executive Director

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services
50 Vantage Place, Suite 250
Nashville, TN 37228

Amy Willoughby Bryant

Director, Office of Conservatorship Management
Metropolitan Govt. of Nashville and Davidson County
Historic Metro Courthouse, Suite 601

Nashville, TN 37201

Melanie Cagle

Hickman County Bar Association President
Cagle & Boehms, LLC

1200 North Oak Drive

Centerville, TN 37033



Dawn Carson

Tennessee Defense Lawyers Association (TDLA) President
Hickman, Goza & Spragins

PO Box 16340

Memphis, TN 38186

Patrick Carter

Maury County Bar Association President
Wolaver, Carter & Heffinton

809 South Main Street

Columbia, TN 38401

Andy Clark

Paris-Henry County Bar Association
President

Clark & Cox PLLC

104 N. Brewer Street

Paris, TN 38242

Jeff Coller

Campbell County Bar Association
President

Coller & Evans

550 Main Street, Suite 775
Knoxville, TN 37902-2548

Curt Collins

Greene County Bar Association President
Colson & Maxwell

808 N. Church Street

Livingston, TN 38570-1134

Isaac Conner

Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers
(TABL) President

Manson, Johnson, Conner, PLLC
1720 West End Ave, Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37203

Bratten Cook

Dekalb County Bar Association President
Bratten Hale Cook 11

104 North 3" Street

Smithville, TN 37166



Denise Costanza

Executive Director

Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (TACDL)
2 International Plaza, Suite 406

Nashville, TN 37217

Daniel Daughtery

Sumner County Bar Association President
Daughterty Law Group

113 W Main St, Floor 3

Gallatin, TN 37066-3273

Creed Daniel

Grainger County Bar Association President
Daniel & Daniel

115 Marshall Avenue, PO Box 6

Rutledge, TN 37861-0006

Hon. Donna Scott Davenport

Middle TN Lawyers’ Association for Women (MTLAW) President
1710 South Church Street, Suite 1

Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Michael Davis

Morgan County Bar Association President
General Session & Juvenile Court

416 N. Kingston Street, PO Box 925
Wartburg, TN 37887-0925

Lynn Dougherty

Briston Bar Association President
131 8™ Street

Bristol, TN 37620

Dan Douglas

Lauderdal County Bar Association President
PO Box 489

Ripley, TN 38063-0489

Vinh Duong

Tennessee Asian Pacific American Bar Association ('APABA) President
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP

511 Union Street, #2770

Nashville, TN 37219



Sherie Lea Edwards

Tennessee President

State Volunteer Mutual Insurance Company
PO Box 1065

Brentwood, TN 37024-1065

Kathryn Ellis

East TN Lawyers Association for Women
(ETLAW) President

Legal Aid of East Tennessee

607 W. Summit Hill Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37902-2011

Sam Felker

TN Stonewall Bar Association President

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz
211 Commerce Street, Suite 800

Nashville, TN 37201

Floyd Flippen

Board of Professional Responsibility Chair
Flippin Law, P.C.

1302 Humboldt, TN 38343

Joseph Ford

Franklin County Bar Association President McBee & Ford
17 S. College Street

Winchester, TN 37398

Shawn Fry

Putnam County Bar Association President
Fry & Fry PLLC

165 E Spring St

Cookeville, TN 38501

Jenna Fullerton

Federal Bar Association Chattanooga Chapter President
Miller & Martin PLL.C

832 Georgia Avenue

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2289

Sandy Garrett

The Board of Professional Responsibility
10 Cadillac Drive, Suite 220

Brentwood, TN 37027-5078



Heather Gavrock

Lawyers Association for Women, Anne Schneider Chapter President
Spragins, Barnett & Cobb

PO Box 2004

Jackson, TN 38302

Tannera Gibson

Memphis Bar Association President
Burch, Porter & Johnson, PLLC
130 North Court Ave

Memphis, TN 38103

Dean Alberto Gonzales

Belmont University College of Law
1900 Belmont Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37212

Dean Chris Guthrie
Vanderbilt University

131 21 Ave South, Room 108
Nashville, TN 37203-1181

Psonya Hackett

Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women (TLAW) President
Hackett Law Firm

25 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, Suite 206

Memphis, TN 38013

Shellie Handelsman

Lawyers Association for Women Marion Griffith Chapter President
Handelsman Law

PO Box 50583

Nashville, TN 37205

Bill Harbison

Tennessee Board of Law Examiners
Sherrard Roe Voigt & Harbison

150 3 Ave S., #1100

Nashville, TN 337201-2011

Whitney Harrington

Williamson County Bar Association President
Harrington Law, PLLC

198 E Main Streel, Suite 200

Franklin, TN 37064



John Harrison

Chattanooga Bar Association Northeast
Tennessee Chapter President

The Haynes Firm

PO Box 1879

Johnson City, TN 37605

James Haywood

Haywood County Bar Association
Haywood Law, PLLC

50 Boyd Avenue

Brownsville, TN 38012-2655

Timothy Hewitt

Bradley County Bar President
Logan-Thompson, PC

30 2™ Street

Cleveland, TN 37311

Michael Hill

County Bar Association President
Flippin Collins & Hill PLLC

1066 South Main Street, PO Box 679
Milan, TN 38358-0679

Judge Amy V. Hollars
Tennessee Bar Foundation Chair
Circuit Court Judge

1010 E Main Street

PO Box 68

Livingston, TN 38570

Craig Holloway

Blount County Bar President

Craig Holloway Attorney at Law, PLLC
PO Box 1416

Cleveland, TN 37364

Lynda Hood

Executive Director
Chattanooga Bar Association
801 Broad Street, Suite 420
Chattanooga, TN 37402



Erika Hughes

Southeast TN Lawyers Association for Women (SETLAW) President
Copeland, Stair, Valtz Lovell

735 Broad Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402

Martesha L. Johnson

Nashville Bar Association President
Parkway Towers Building, Suite 2022
404 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37219

Robert Jolley

Monroe County Bar Association President
800 S. Gay Street, Suite 2100

Knoxville, TN 37929-9711

Suzanne Keith

Executive Trial Lawyers Association
629 Woodland St.

Nashville, TN 37206

Bill Kock

Dean

Nashville School of Law
4013 Armory Oaks Drive
Nashville, TN 37204-4577

Barry Kolar

Assistant Executive Director
Tennessee Bar Association
3310 West End Ave., #590
Nashville, TN 37203

Karol Lahrman

Executive Director

Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women
PO Box 331214

Nashville, TN 37203

Megan Lane

Association for Women Attorneys President
Harris Shelton Hanover and Walsh

6060 Primacy Parkway, Suite 100
Memphis, TN 38119



Frank Lannom

Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (TACDL) President
Lannon & Williams Attorneys

137 Public Square

Lebanon, TN 37087

William Lawson

Unicoi County Bar Association President
Willham B. Lawson, Attorney at Law
112 Gay Street, Suite A

Erwin, TN 37650-1275

Eric Lehman

Montgomery County Bar Association
President

Lehman Johnson, Attorneys at Law, PLC
664 Sango Road

Clarkswville, TN 37043

Jason Hursel Long

Knoxville Bar Association President
Long & Amburn, P.C.

1270 Woodsboro Road

Knoxville, TN 37922

Taylor Luther

Dickson County Bar Association President
Taylor R. Luther, Attorney at Law

PO Box 1921

Dickson, TN 37055-2188

Matt Myon

Dean

Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law
601 W. Summit Hill Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37902

Matt Maddox

Carroll County Bar Association President
Law Office of Matthew M. Maddox
19695 Main Strect E.

Huntington, TN 38344-3825



Julianna Mason

Roane County Bar Association President
LodenLaw

PO Box 20547

Knoxville, TN 37940

Ian McCabe

Loudon County Bar Association President
Tennessee Department of Children’s Services
182 Frank L. Diggs Dr., Suite 100

Clinton, TN 37716

Willis McKee

Coftee County Bar Association President

Office of the Public Defender — 14" Judicial District
1100 1% Avenue

Manchester, TN 37355-2697

Joseph McMurray

Kingsport Bar Association President
R. Wayne Culbertson, P.C.

2105 Heatherly Road

Kingsport, TN 37660

Catherine Mekis

Rutherford Cannon County Bar Association President
Law Office of Catherine T. Mekis, PLLC

303 N Walnut St

Murfreesboro, TN 37130-3623

Jonathan Miley

Robertson County Bar Association President
Walker & Gamer

122 6™ Avenue West

Springfield, TN 37172-2405

Denny Mitchell

White County Bar Association President
Mitchell Law Office

112 South Main Street

Sparta, I'N 38583



Devon Muse

Washington County Bar Association President
Pioneer Advocacy PLLC

128 E Market St

Johnson City, TN 37064

David Myers

Union County Bar Association President
105 Monroe Street, PO Box 13
Maynardville, TN 37807-0013

L’ Ashea Myles

National Bar Association, Napier-Looby Chapter President
Spencer Fane LLP

511 Union Street, Suite 1000

Nashville, TN 37219

Julie Palmer

Dyer County Bar Association President
West Tennessee Legal Services

208 S. Church Ave, PO Box 1112
Dyersburg, TN 38024

Melissa Parsons

McMinn Meigs County Bar Association President
Parker and Parson, Attorneys at Law

PO Box 804

Etowah, TN 37331

John Partin

Warren County Bar Association President

Office of the Public Defender — 31* Judicial District
115 College Street

McMinnville, TN 37110-2537

Noah Patton

Claiborne County Bar Association President
Stanifer & Stanifer

1735 Main Street, PO Box 217

Tazewell, TN 37879-0217

Beau Pemberton

Weakley County Bar Association President
Bradberry and Pemberton

109 N. Poplar Street

Dresden, TN 38225-1115



I.1sa Perlen

Executive Director

Tennessee Board of Law Examiners
511 Union Street, Suite 525
Nashville, TN 37219

Michelle Poss

Conservatorship Association of Tennessee President
PO Box 261

Columbia, TN 38402

Peggy Pulley

Cheatham County Bar Association President
PSP Law

102 Cumberland Street

Ashland City, TN 37015

Sara Ann Quinn

Lawyers Associaton for Women Marion Griffin Chapter Executive Director
Butler Snow

150 3" Ave S # 1600

Nashville, TN 37201

Mario Ramos

Tennessee Association of Spanish Speaking Attorneys (TASSA) President
Mario Ramos PLLC

2021 Richard Jones Road, Suite 300

Nashville, TN 37215

Elizabeth Rauber

Sevier County Bar Association President

The Law Office of Lia Perryman Rauber, PLLC
100 E. Main Street, Suite 206

Sevierville, TN 37862

Stacy Roettger

Tennessee Lawyers Fund for Client Protection Chair
The Trust Company of Tennessee

4823 Old Kingston Pike, Suite 100

Kingston, TN 37919

Caroline Sapp

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association President
111 W. Bockman Way

Sparta, TN 38583



Dean Katharine Schaffzin

Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law
1 North Front Street

Memphis, TN 38103-2189

Ben Scott

Federal Bar Association Memphis/Mid-South Chapter President
Butler Snow O’Mara Stevens & Canada PLLC

PO Box 171443

Memphis, TN 38187-1443

Randall Self

Lincoln County Bar Association President
Randall E. Self, Attorney at Law

131A Market Street E, PO Box 501
Fayetteville, TN 37334, 3063

Tony Seaton

Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association (TTLA) President
118 East Watauga Ave

Johnson City, TN 37601

J.K. Simms

Federal Bar Association Nashville Chapter President
Thompson Burton, PLLC

6100 Tower Circle, Suite 200

Franklin, TN 37067

Amy Kathleen Skelton

Hawkins County Bar Association President
Law Office of Mark A. Skelton

121 South Depot Street

Rogersville, TN 37857

Wayne Stambaugh

Hamblen County Bar Association President
Wayne R. Stambaugh, Attorney at Law
509 Allison Street, PO Box 1896
Morristown, TN 37814

Jocelyn Stevenson
Executive Director
Tennessee Bar Association
3310 West End Ave #590
Nashville, TN 37203



Austin Stokes

Jackson-Madison-Henderson County Bar Association
Pentecost, Glenn & Mauldin

51 Abbey Place

Jackson, TN 38305

Laquita Stokes

National Bar Association, Ben Jones
Chapter President

Stokes & Glass, PLLC

5050 Poplar Avenue, Suite 618
Memphis, TN 38157

Deborah Tate

Director

Administrative Office of the Courts
511 Union Street, Suite 600
Nashville, TN 37219-1768

James Taylor

Rhea County Bar Association President

Office of the District Attorney — 12" Judicial District
375 Church St, Suite 300

Dayton, TN 37321-1322

Robert Thomas

National Bar Association, Ballard Taylor Chapter President
Federal Defenders Office

200 Jefferson Ave, Suite 300

Memphis, TN 38103

Harriet Thompson

Hardeman County Bar Association President
PO Box 600

Bolivar, TN 38008

Kelly Tollett

Cumberland County Bar Association President
Field & Tollett, Association of Attorneys

169 E. First Street

Crossville, TN 38555



Mary Ann Upchurch
Executive Director
Memphis Bar Association
145 Court Ave, #301
Memphis, TN 38103

Donnavon Vasek, Jr.

Fifteenth Judicial District Bar Association President
Vasek & Robbins

103 W. Main Street

Lebanon, TN 37087

Brittany Vick

Cocke County Newport Bar Association President
Law Office of Brittany Vick

317 E. Main Street

Newport, TN 37821

Marsha Watson

Executive Director
Knoxville Bar Association
PO Box 2027

Knoxville, TN 37901

John Lee Williams

Humphreys County Bar Association President
Porch Peeler Williams Thomason

102 South Court Square

Waverly, TN 37815

Rachel Witherington

Tipton County Bar Association President

Owen Jenkins Dedmon Witherington Law Group LLP
PO Box 846

Dyersburg, TN 38025

Michele Wojciechowski

Tennessee CLE Commission Executive Director
1321 Murfreesboro Pike, Suite 810

Nashville, TN 37217



Page 1 of 1

appellatecourtclerk - Response to Proposed Rule 55 - ADM2022-00797

=

From: Ryan Hicks <Ryan.Hicks@tn.gov>

To: "appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov" <appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov>
Date: 8/4/2022 4:24 PM

Subject: Response to Proposed Rule 55 - ADM2022-00797

Attachments: TCAD Response to Proposed Rule 55, No. ADM2022-00797.pdf

r

Good afternoon,
Attached is the Tennessee Commission on Aging and Disability’s filing of a motion in response to proposed Rule
55, No. ADM2022-00797. Please verify receipt and if anything else is required to effectuate filing.

Thanks,
Ryan

Ryan Hicks

Senior Associate General Counsel

Office: 615.253.3339

Cell: 615.906.5862
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